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OUR GROWTH CONTINUES! 
Widespread interest in the Eastland 
Disaster has been fueling our growth 
as an organization! More and more 
people are contacting us each month, 
and we are reaching out to hundreds 
more through our public programs, 
our Internet web site, and other special 
events.  

To ensure that the Society is in the 
proper position to meet the future 
demands resulting from this growth, 
we recently undertook a six month 
long endeavor to recruit and build a 
Board of Trustees. Focusing on this 
board-building effort required us to 
temporarily set aside some of our 
other priorities. (For example, you 
might have noticed that this is our first 
newsletter since early this year.) And 
while we have had to make some 
sacrifices in our short-term operations 
and while we continue to experience 
some growing pains, we did have great 
success in building a board of trustees.  

FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Greetings to each 
of the nearly 1,500 
subscribers to our 
newsletter, “The 
Call To Remember.” 
We have some 
incredibly exciting 
news to share with 
you! 

For the past four years the Society has 
been led and directed by its founding 
family: Jean Decker; her daughters 
Susan Decker and Barbara Decker 
Wachholz; and her son-in-law Ted 
Wachholz. While this leadership 
worked reasonably well during these 
early years, it was becoming more and 
more apparent that a change was 
needed to continue to meet the needs 
of this growing organization.  

We chose to focus on building a Board 
of Trustees. And now, several months 
later, we have assembled a diverse 
group of individuals to be the stewards 
of your society as we grow in the 
future. The profiles our new Board of 
Trustees may be found on the reverse 
side.  We know that you will share in 
our excitement about the future!  

LOGO UNVEILED  
After months of behind the scenes 
work, the Society's new corporate logo 
was launched this week. Over the 
coming weeks and months, our sta-
tionery and web site will be changed.  

You will notice that people (a family) 
are the focal point of the logo. The 
steamer Eastland remains an impor-
tant part of the logo, yet to a lesser 
degree than the people. The smoke-
stacks remind one of candles burning 
as a memorial commemorating those 
whose lives were affected by the 
tragedy.  

Said Vice President and Co-Founder 
Susan Decker: "This stylish new logo 
reflects the people focus at the core of the 
Society. It elevates the identity of the Society 
to a level more in keeping with its position as 
one of Chicago's leading historical societies. 
What we are introducing here is more than 
just a logo; it is a fresh look at the way we 
wish to be perceived through every aspect of 
our communications."  

We hope that you will agree that the 
new logo reflects the people/family/ 
personal focus that has always been 
the core of the Society.  

MAJOR PUBLIC EXHIBIT 
For the third year in a row we have 
partnered with another fine 
organization to showcase the Eastland 
Disaster to the public. This year (and 
extending into 2003) the Michigan 
Maritime Museum features the 
Eastland Disaster at its location in 
South Haven, Michigan.  

Prior to opening in South Haven, the 
exhibit premiered at the Museum of 
Science and Industry in Chicago (eight 
months during 2000) before being 
moved to St. Joseph, Michigan and 
being showcased by the Berrien 
County Historical Association (seven 
months during 2001).  

"BEST OF THE BEST" RECOG-
NITION BY LIBRARY GROUP 
Throughout the year we travel and 
present "The Eastland Disaster" at 
libraries, senior centers, churches, 
schools, and other facilities. The number 
of people who attend each presentation 
typically is between 50 and 100.  

The Library Administrators Conference 
of Northern Illinois (LACONI) recently 
recognized our public program as being 
one of the “Best of the Best” – a 
showcase of regional performers 
recommended by area librarians. 
 (LACONI is a consortium of dozens of 
libraries in the Northern Illinois, North 
Suburban, Chicago, Suburban, DuPage, 
and Heritage Trail districts.) 

For information on giving a presentation 
to your group, please contact us. 

http://www.eastlanddisaster.org/mmm.htm
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MEET OUR NEW TRUSTEES 
 

 

 

 
Bill Braden, Chief Executive 
Officer, American Red Cross of 
Greater Chicago 

 

 

 
Jim Carter, Chairman, Americans 
United For Life  

 

 
Bob Dorgan, President (retired), 
O&K Trojan, Inc 

Bob Jerich, Midwest Director of 
Media Relations and Philanthropy 
(retired), Lucent Technologies 

 
Russell Lewis, Andrew W. 
Mellon Director for Collections 
and Research, Chicago Historical 
Society 

 

 

 

 

 
Joe Shacter, President, Peggy 
Notebaert Nature Museum/ 
Chicago Academy of Sciences 

 

 

 
Frank Sweeney, Treasurer, Moser 
Enterprises 
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